
Butterfly Garden Design Tips 

 

 

Source - https://content.ces.ncsu.edu/butterflies-in-your-backyard 

Plan your butterfly habitat before buying and putting in any plants (Figure 16). Decide how much 
space you want to dedicate to your butterfly habitat. 

• Map the area in its current condition, then create a map for your projected habitat, making sure 
to provide for all the basic butterfly needs (sun, shelter, larval host plants, and adult nectar 
plants). 

• Your butterfly habitat will function best in a sunny location. Most butterflies are active only in 
the sun, and many butterfly larval and nectar plants require sunny spots. 

• Place taller plants and shrubs behind smaller plants and ground covers to maximize visibility 
and enjoyment of your design  

• Concentrate flowering plants with similar blooming periods to allow butterflies easy access to 
seasonally abundant nectar sources without excessive movement and increased exposure to 
predators  

• Many nectar and larval host plants grow tall. Taller plants and shrubs provide butterflies with 
shelter from wind and rain. 

https://content.ces.ncsu.edu/butterflies-in-your-backyard
https://content.ces.ncsu.edu/butterflies-in-your-backyard#img_dialog_4836


• Remember that many of your plants will grow larger and multiply each year as they mature. Be 
sure to leave room for each plant to grow and expand. 

• Do not dig plants from the wild unless you are part of an organized plant rescue. Select 
nursery-grown native species or cultivate your own from nursery-bred native seeds. By using 
nursery stock from a reputable dealer, you will help preserve your local environment and the 
native plant population. 

• Make “puddling” (ingestion of salts from watery or damp ground) easy for male butterflies by 
designing water puddles and wet, sandy areas into the habitat and by allowing animal feces 
to remain in the landscape. 

• Provide a few large flat rocks for butterflies to perch on while basking in the sun. 





 


