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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
(PLEASE FORWARD THIS NEWSLETTER TO ALL YOUR CLUB MEMBERS – THANK YOU!)
BY CINDY TATARYN
FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT
I hope you enjoyed looking at catalogues from the seed companies listed in the January newsletter. A
member also suggested Richters at www.richters.com.
As mentioned previously, our AGM will be held Saturday, April 9. Along with the vote for Executive
positions, most of which we have people willing to run for we will be voting on amendments to the
Constitution and Bylaws. These amendments will be emailed to the club liaison separately so please have
your club president or voting delegate look over the information and forward any questions or concerns to
1vicepresident@bcgardenclubs.com prior to the AGM.
As for the Executive positions, we are still looking for someone to step up to be our President (one year
remaining to this term). We also need someone to join the Scholarship Fund Committee, which is a threeyear term. Please contact me at 1vicepresident@bcgardenclubs.com if you or someone you know would like
to join our team.
Remember to visit our website from time to time; www.bcgardenclubs.com. There are some great resources
and important and timely information available to assist your club. If your club is planning an event this year
(show, plant sale, special speaker, for example), please enter it in the Event Calendar section on our website
under the Events tab. This is a good time to remind us all to update the website with some great speakers
you have had, under the Speakers tab.
Stay safe
Stay healthy
Stay engaged
And keep on gardening!
Cindy Tataryn
First Vice-President, BCCGC

1vicepresident@bcgardenclubs.com
www.bcgardenclubs.com

Scholarship Fund News
PaEy Molnar, Scholarship Fund CommiEee
Tyler James Adam received the BC Council of Garden Clubs Hor@cultural Bursary for his studies with the UBC
School of Landscape Architecture (SALA).

My undergrad in Food Sciences served as a fecund growing medium for
my emergent work as a Landscape Architect. During this @me, I owned
and operated a small urban farm supplying vegetables to a local farm-tofork. There, I employed under-u@lized Indigenous techniques, sourced
agriculturally an@quated plant varietals, seed-saved, and otherwise grew
food not commonly seen on store shelves.
Agriculture brought me to history, culture, design and sustainability and
ul@mately Landscape Architecture as a tangible, posi@ve way to
contribute to the world and sa@sfy my thirst for crea@ve expression.
Now, ﬁnishing my second year in UBC’s Masters of Landscape
Architecture program, I have developed an aﬃnity for restora@ve and
environmental design, the language and authen@city of landscape, and the history and culture of
space. While nascent, my design iden@ty tends toward the social and ecological. Since the start of the
program, I’ve developed a high degree of digital literacy, a founda@on in hor@culture and ecology,
streamlined design processes and driven workﬂow. Compelled by a deep-seated curiosity and
passionate educators, I am always eager to learn how to evolve and push my skillset and expand my
knowledge base.
My @me at SALA, par@cularly in a @me of distanced learning, has challenged me to ﬁnd an
independent work ethic and unique voice. Here, I’ve had the opportunity to reimagine the Columbia,
Tea Swamp, and South East False Creek Park projects and “rewild” local YMCA Childcare centres, all
while developing a be[er understanding of site technologies, grading, drainage, structural aspects,
plan@ng and design theory. Deadlines are endlessly ambi@ous and the educa@onal goals set out by
professors are demanding, but I am ceaselessly amazed, when aﬀorded @me to reﬂect, at how far
being pushed this hard has brought me. The sense of reward at the end of every successive semester
has never been more palpable than it has since I’ve started down the road as a landscape designer.

How to Donate to the BCCGC Scholarship Fund
If you wish to make a donation by cheque please send it to:
BC Council of Garden Clubs Scholarship Fund
c/o: BC Council of Garden Clubs
10952 McAdam Road
North Delta, BC V4C 3E8
Please ensure that the cheques are made out to the “Vancity Community Foundation” and the memo field
shows “BC Council of Garden Clubs.” If the person or organization that the donation is from does not clearly
show on the cheque, please include a brief note with the cheque indicating who the donation is from and a
return address (so that an income tax receipt can be issued).
If you wish to donate online with a credit card:
1. Go to www.vancitycommunityfoundation.ca
2. Click the “Funds” button on the top right side of the home page
3. Locate the BC Council of Garden Clubs Scholarship Fund, either by scrolling through the list or searching
“garden clubs” in the search bar
4. Once on the BCCGC Scholarship Fund page, click “Give to this Fund” and complete the form
OR
1. Go to www.bcgardenclubs.com
2. Go to the “Scholarship Fund” on the top bar and click on the “Donate” page below
3. Scroll down to the link to Vancity Community Foundation and click on it. This will take you to the BCCGC
Scholarship Trust Fund page
4. Click on “Give to this Fund” and complete the form
Thank You!

Year of the Garden 2022
BC Council of Garden Clubs has become a Garden-Family Partner of the Year of the Garden 2022 with the Canadian
Garden Council.
Each month we will feature some ini@a@ves we can do to celebrate the Year of the Garden. This month we encourage
you to contact your municipality to ask them to proclaim 2022 the Year of the Garden.
We have include templates to assist you on encouraging your mayor and councillors to join in the fun! At this point,
there is only one BC municipality (Silverton, BC) that has proclaimed 2022 the Year of the Garden —they are mostly
Ontario municipaliOes. Let’s add more BC municipaliOes to the list!
Templates included are:
1. InvitaOon to municipaliOes to parOcipate through proclamaOon.
h[ps://gardenscanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Year-of-the-Garden-2022-Invita@on-to-Municipali@es.pdf
2.The Year of the Garden 2022 municipal presentaOon.
h[ps://www.communi@esinbloom.ca/wp-content/uploads//2021/12/Year-of-the-Garden-2022-MunicipalPresenta@on.pdf
3. ProclamaOon template to send to your municipality (cut and paste)..
Presented on Municipal leEerhead

Year of the Garden 2022 PROCLAMATION
WHEREAS

the Year of the Garden 2022 celebrates the Centennial of Canada’s hor@culture sector;

WHEREAS

gardens and gardening contribute to the quality of life of our municipality and
create safe and healthy places where people can come together;

WHEREAS

the Year of the Garden 2022 will highlight and celebrate the important contribu@on of gardeners, our
local gardening organiza@ons, hor@cultural professionals and local hor@cultural businesses which
contribute to garden culture and the experience garden of our municipality;

WHEREAS

gardens and gardening have helped us face the challenges of the COVID pandemic;

WHEREAS

Communi@es in Bloom in collabora@on with the Canadian Garden Council,

invites all municipali@es to celebrate the Year of the Garden;
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
THAT

(add name of municipality) HEREBY PROCLAIMS 2022 as the Year of the Garden
in celebra@on of the contribu@on of gardens and gardening to the development
of our country, our municipality and the lives of our ci@zens in terms of health,
quality of life and environmental challenges; and

THAT

the Saturday before Father’s Day, June 18 in 2022, be recognize as Garden Day in
(add name of municipality) as a legacy of Canada’s Year of the Garden 2022; and

THAT

(insert name of Municipality) is commi[ed to be a Garden Friendly City
suppor@ng the development of its garden culture and is proud to have:

(name at least two city ini/a/ves that support the garden culture of your city and the spirit of the Year of the Garden);
and
THAT

all municipali@es across Canada BE INVITED to proclaim 2022 to be the Year of
the Garden in their respec@ve municipali@es, and that a copy of this resolu@on
be provided to the FCM, and for that purpose.

DATED AT CITY HALL, (the xx day of (add month), 2021 or 2022
_______________________________
(insert Mayor’s name), Mayor

_____________________________________________________________________________________

BUTTERCUP WINTERHAZEL, CORYLOPSIS PAUCIFLORA
Recently Richmond Garden Club planted Corylopsis pauciﬂora (bu[ercup winterhazel) in a local park garden, hardiness
zone 7/8. This shrub is prized for its delicate fragrant blooms. It is a slow-growing medium-sized deciduous shrub
providing great interest year round.
On the West Coast, in the late winter to early spring, a profusion of scented, pale yellow, bell-shaped ﬂowers in short
drooping racemes appear on the naked branches. The blooms last several weeks and oﬀer a lovely ﬂoral display so dense
it is almost impossible to see through!
Bu[ercup winterhazel is a recipient of the pres@gious Award of Garden
Merit of the Royal Hor@cultural Society. It does well in hardiness zones
6 to 9. It loves full sun to part shade and grows well in acidic, medium
moisture, well-drained soils. It is important to provide a sheltered
loca@on to prevent damage from strong winds.
This is a great ﬂowering shrub to add to mixed shrub borders and
woodland gardens. As it grows 4-6 feet tall and wide, this is great
choice for a small garden.
There is very li[le maintenance with this shrub other than pruning
amer ﬂowering. We are looking forward to winter colour next year in
our li[le park garden.

Photo: gardenworks.ca

COWICHAN VALLEY GARDEN CLUB PANDEMIC PLAN
JUDITH APPLEBY
The pandemic has been hard on the Cowichan Valley Garden Club. Our club’s in-person mee@ngs were vibrant events
with speakers, a themed parlour show, a raﬄe, a plant sale, and a hearty tea with snacks to enjoy while chaong about
gardening with other members. Zoom has allowed us to carry on to a certain degree, with speakers, business mee@ng
and parlour show, but our membership has declined sharply
since March 2020.
To engage our members and encourage them to share more
with the club, we have ini@ated some new features for 2022.
We added an extra Zoom mee@ng every month, purely for
the enjoyment of talking gardening. No agenda, just a social
@me where members can brag, ask ques@ons, and oﬀer
advice to others. We hope this will help our members with
the isola@on so many feel at this @me.
One member has preserved her home-grown fruits and
vegetables through canning, freezing, and drying. She has challenged herself to eat something from her garden every day
this year. She’s journalling the foods she eats, hoping it will help in garden planning for next year, and has invited other
members to take on the challenge themselves.
In addi@on, we’ve ins@tuted a Grow a Row program, in which the club encourages members to Grow a Row of produce
for the Cowichan Valley Basket Society (the food bank).
Food gardeners can plan now to incorporate Grow a Row into their garden. Whether by dedica@ng a single row of
plan@ng, one extra plant of each type, a whole raised bed, a quarter of an apple harvest, or just dona@ng excess
produce, the CVBS will welcome it all.
Flower gardeners can integrate Grow a Row by plan@ng Swiss chard, kale, or beets for their beau@ful foliage, or by
growing runner beans up an archway or pergola for ver@cal interest and their bright red ﬂowers. The beans can be
donated, and the more picked, the more that will grow. The bees and hummingbirds love them, and legumes add
nutrients to the soil. Eggplants are stunning feature plants in a sunny spot, and sweet potato vines will sport lovely,
purple ﬂowers throughout the summer.
Variety is the key here. Not only will a wide array of vegetables make for healthier hampers, but staggered plan@ngs and
harvests will provide useable amounts throughout the growing season, rather than bringing in a bushel of carrots all on
one day.
We as a club are seong a goal of 100 pounds of produce for this
year, hopefully just our ﬁrst of many years to come.
Some of the garden bounty available to the author in December
2021, for her 2022 “Eat from the Garden Every Day” challenge —
salsa, green tomato mincemeat, spicy pickled beans, burger
relish, dried beans, tomato passata, bread and bu[er pickles, a
bu[ernut squash, spiced plums, rhubarb vanilla jam, a freshlypulled beet, garlic, dried basil, and a dollar store diary in which to
record everything. The author has been dona@ng extra produce
from her garden to the CVBS for several years.
Photos by Judith Appleby

BC COUNCIL OF GARDEN CLUBS CONTEST!
Mark your calendars. Save the date! April 9, 2022, we will be hosOng, via Zoom , BC Council of Garden Clubs’
Annual General MeeOng from 9 am to 12 noon.
This will be an opportunity to win a Lee Valley gi^ cerOﬁcate for your club or community garden.
To win, you must be in a[endance on Saturday, April 9, when we will draw for the winner. Should you wish to be
included in the draw, please send your name, club/community garden and email address to
newsleEer@bcgardenclubs.com.
Stay tuned for our lineup of guest speakers and more.

CAPILANO GARDEN CLUB CHRISTMAS PROJECT
JOAN MCLEOD
Once more the club organized an outdoor event for our Christmas Project, or “Make and Take” as we call it, with public
health protocols respected.
One of our members volunteered her driveway and carport. Tables were set up under three donated portable
canopies, which were set up amer the ﬁrst snow storm of the season. Who says gardeners are not hardy?
Our project this year was a Christmas gnome (see picture), although members were free to make whatever they wanted,
and some did. Cedar and seasonal greenery was gathered, as well as hats, li[le gloves and handmade noses, and
ribbons, wire and bells for other projects.
Members brought tomato cages and set to work at a table while enjoying hot coﬀee, tea and some seasonal goodies,
while catching up on each other's news.
It was a fun event. We con@nue to gather ideas for Christmas decora@ons for next year.

ROCKING FOR 100 YEARS
THE VANCOUVER ISLAND ROCK AND ALPINE GARDEN SOCIETY (VIRAGS) IS
CELEBRATING 100 YEARS!
Founded in 1921, VIRAGS is the oldest rock and alpine garden society in North America and was formed by eight
gentlemen who shared an interest in alpine plants. Ini@ally called the Bri@sh Columbia Alpine Plant Growers Associa@on,
they met monthly, ordered seeds, shared plants and invited speakers to their mee@ngs. The membership was limited to
eight and later to ten members, and it was not un@l 1935 that the name VIRAGS was adopted and women were listed as
members!
Today’s club is founded on the long legacy of many well-recognized gardeners, botanists, hor@culturists and plants
people from Vancouver Island. In addi@on to regional expedi@ons searching for plants in the wild, members have
travelled widely to explore and view plants in their natural seongs. Many members have signiﬁcant plant collec@ons,
some started from seed and others exchanged with other enthusiasts.
VIRAGS has been part of the fabric of the South
Vancouver Island community. The group supported the
establishment of the The@s Park Nature Sanctuary,
contributed plants to Playfair Park and helped to rebuild
the Thomas Francis co[age, which burned down amer he
had donated his richly forested property to become the
Francis King Park. To mark the 50th anniversary of
VIRAGS, the Society installed, and has maintained to the
present, the demonstra@on rock garden in Beacon Hill
Park in Victoria. This year the garden is undergoing
extensive renova@on, preparing it for the next 50 years!
Interest in rock gardening and growing alpines appears to
be on the upswing. Thanks to the technology of Zoom,
VIRAGS has held monthly mee@ngs during the Covid
hiatus, hos@ng speakers and welcoming new members
from afar. VIRAGS regularly schedules workshops on growing alpine and rock plants, and has an ac@ve plant propaga@on
group. The Society held its ﬁrst Annual Spring Show in 1939, the ﬁrst rock garden show in North America. This year’s
Annual Spring Show and Plant Sale will be a special anniversary event. The Show is scheduled for April 1 (from 1 to 8 pm)
and April 2 (from 1 to 5 pm) at the Mary Winspear Centre in Sidney, BC. It will feature the best of our rock, alpine,
woodland and bog plants, and oﬀer a crevice garden demonstra@on, plant sales, door prizes, a silent auc@on, tea and
lunch.
To mark our centenary, VIRAGS will be hos@ng a Symposium during the second morning of the Show that will feature two
speakers: Panayo@ Kelaidis and Laura Caddy. Panayo@ Kelaidis is a plant explorer, gardener and public garden
administrator associated with Denver Botanic Gardens where he is now Senior Curator and Director of Outreach. He is
also the current president of the North American Rock Garden Society (NARGS). He has introduced hundreds of na@ve
ornamentals from throughout the western United States to general hor@culture. Laura Caddy is hor@culturist and curator
of the Lohbrunner Alpine Garden at the University of Bri@sh Columbia Botanical Garden. She is also vice-president of the
Alpine Garden Club of Bri@sh Columbia and was editor of their quarterly Bulle/n for four years. Originally from Alberta,
Laura brings us her extensive rock gardening experience from gardening in both coastal and con@nental climates. The
Symposium has limited registra@on at a cost of $35. Details may be found on the website: www.virags.com, and on
Facebook @ vancouver island rock and alpine society.
Come and join us! Please note that all COVID protocols, as advised by the Health Authority, will be in place for this event.

Beacon Hill Park
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NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS
We would love to feature your club or community garden in the newsleEer. Tell us about some of the projects your
club or community garden are involved in. You are invited to submit an ar@cle at any @me (please include photos).
Photos should be high resolu@on and you should include the name of the photographer if possible. Ar@cles should be in
the range of 300–500 words. If you have an idea for a longer piece, connect with the newsle[er editor in advance to
discuss your idea.
Ar@cles are due on the 15th of the month preceding publica@on. If they are submi[ed amer that date, they will be held
for the next issue. Submissions/inquiries: newsle[er@bcgardenclubs.com.

Lynda Pasacreta, Editor
Pam Robertson, Copy Editor
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BC Council of Garden Clubs
2022 Aﬃlia@on Fees and Liability Insurance Enrollment
Council Membership Fees:
Membership is for the period January 1 to December 31.
Annual membership fee is $40.00 and covers the period of January 1st to December 31st.
Membership must be paid to be eligible to vote on B.C. Council of Garden Club’s aﬀairs.
Liability Insurance:
Please note that for 2022 only, coverage is for the period March 1st to January 1st. The rates in eﬀect as of
March 2022 are in the a[ached form. These have been pro-rated to reﬂect the 10 months of coverage for
this year only. Coverage from January 1st 2023 onwards will be for the period from January 1st to January 1st of
each year. To qualify for this liability insurance, the group must be a member of the BC Council of Garden
Clubs. Insurance Protec@on ($3 million liability, or $5 million liability with addi@onal coverage) extends to the
opera@on of garden clubs/allotment gardens/community gardens, the hos@ng of mee@ngs, ﬁeld trips, two
ﬂower shows per club per year and two plant sales per year. A Cer@ﬁcate of Insurance can be requested by
covered members. This insurance Policy provides no coverage for any claim in any way caused by, arising out of
or resul@ng from any virus, bacteria, disease or contagion.
Coverage for allotment and/or community gardens:
The insurer, amer reviewing the coverage oﬀered, has determined that due to the higher risk involved in
allotment and community garden opera@ons, a rate scale for these groups was appropriate. Gardens up to 15
acres are eligible for coverage of liability insurance through BC Council of Garden Clubs, however, gardens over
15 acres would require separate individual coverage. Those gardens should contact the insurer directly and
provide the insurer with the addi@onal informa@on required for a quote. For addi@onal informa@on, see
Contact below.
COVID-19:
Please note that the Province of Bri@sh Columbia put in place BC Reg204/2020 (Limits on Ac@ons and
Proceedings) to provide comfort and protec@on from civil liability to persons engaging in ac@vi@es that are
important to BC’s response to, and recovery from, the COVID-19 pandemic. Such ac@vi@es include non-proﬁt
services with a community beneﬁt. The Regula@on applies to damages resul@ng, directly or indirectly, from an
individual being or likely being infected with or exposed to SARS-CoV-2, which is the virus that causes
COVID-19. You can ﬁnd more informa@on at: h[ps://www.lawsociety.bc.ca/Website/media/Shared/docs/
about/covid/CivilLiability.pdf. The Regula@on can be found at: Regula@on 204 2020
Enrollment:
To renew membership and insurance, please complete the Membership Aﬃlia@on Informa@on Form and the
Remi[ance for Aﬃlia@on and Insurance Form, and mail forms together with remi[ance to BC Council of
Garden Clubs, c/o Treasurer, 10952 McAdam Road, Delta BC V4C 3E8

Contact:
If you have any ques@ons or require a Cer@ﬁcate of Insurance, please contact Lorna Herchenson, Membership
Chairperson at membership@bcgardenclubs.com.

B.C. Council of Garden Clubs Membership AﬃliaOon InformaOon
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
ORGANIZATION:
1. Name: _________________________________________________________

2. Website: ________________________________________________________
3. OrganizaOon E-mail: ______________________________________________
4. MeeOng locaOon (city): ____________________________________________
5. Speciality Interest (if applicable): ____________________________________
6. We agree to have the informa@on provided above about our organiza@on included in the

Member Directory published on the Council’s website at:
www.bcgardenclubs.com/membership/member-directory/ Yes/No: _______
LIAISON: A Liaison is needed for communica@ons between the Council and your organiza@on. The
Liaison e-mail will receive newsle[ers and e-bulle@ns for distribu@on within your organiza@on, as well
as receive renewal no@ﬁca@ons. It is recommended that this Liaison be named and a phone number
provided should we need to reach your organiza@on for clariﬁca@on on your membership, insurance
selec@on or Scholarship dona@on (if applicable), or if there are issues with e-mail communica@ons.
7. Liaison E-mail: ___________________________________________________
8. Liaison name: ____________________________________________________
9. Liaison phone: ___________________________________________________

ADDITIONAL CONTACT: Your organiza@on can iden@fy an addi@onal contact name and phone number
for use by BCCGC in case we cannot reach the Liaison named above.
10.

AddiOonal contact name: __________________________________________

11.AddiOonal contact phone:

_________________________________________

Please noOfy BCCGC of any changes via:
Lorna Herchenson (Membership Chairperson) at membership@bcgardenclubs.com
B.C. Council of Garden Clubs

RemiEance for AﬃliaOon and Insurance (2022)
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
Name of OrganizaOon: __________________________________________________________
Enclosed is our cheque, payable to BC Council of Garden Clubs for the following:
AFFILIATION FEES:

$ ___40.00_

INSURANCE: ( for details, please consult www.bcgardenclubs.com/membership/insurance-info/ )
Basic Liability Insurance (per member) # of members: _____ x $1.232 = $_______
Extra Liability Insurance (per member) # of members: _____ x $0.616 = $_______
ONLY For Allotment/Community Gardens (In addiOon to the per member cost above)
- Up to 2,500 sq. m . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 62 . . . . . $ _________
- From 2,501 sq. m. to 5,000 sq. m . . . . . . . . . $ 94 . . . . . $ _________
- From 5,001 sq. m. to 10,000 sq. m . . . . . . . . $ 123 . . .. . $ _________
- From 10,001 sq. m. to 20,000 sq. m . . . . . . . $ 185 . . . . $ _________
- From 20,001 sq. m. to 1 acre. . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 308 . . . . $ _________
- From 1 acre to 3 acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 616 . . . . $ _________
- From 3 acres to 6 acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 924 . . . . $ _________
- From 6 acres to 15 acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 1,234 . . . . $ _________
Total Insurance: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
TOTAL REMITTANCE:

$ __________
$ __________

Submi[ed by: ____________________________________ Phone: __________________
Receipt: (Receipts are sent via e-mails) E-mail address: ___________________________________
Please return completed:

Mail to:
1. Membership Aﬃlia@on Form
Treasurer, BC Council of Garden Clubs
2. Remi[ance Form
10952 McAdam Road, Delta BC V4C 3E8
3. Cheque payable to “BC Council of Garden Clubs”
AdministraOon Use Only
Rec’d date____________ Cheque #_________ Receipt #_________ ML_________ DB_________ IL_________

